
The Louisiana Rehabilitation Council (LRC) met at the American Red Cross building, 4655 Sherwood Common Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana in Classroom 1 and 3.
Present: Pamela Allen, Jennifer Bollinger, Pranab Choudhury, Warren Hebert, Ronald Key, Pat Mascarella, Marla Reissland-Dorsey, Jason Weill, Derek White, Keita Rone-Wilson, and Mark Martin.
Excused Absent: Laura Breaux, Karla Cummings, Larry Dale, Jean Hansen, Joseph Kelley, Billie Ruth Kvaternik, and Laura Nata.
Other Absent: Angelle Driggs, Gayla Guidry, Edward Rispone, Amanda Vinson, John Yent and David Young.
Guests: Paige Kelly, Janet Wallace, Nicole Walker, Stephanie Mire, Gayle Burnett (Interpreter), Dawn Melendez, Andrew Veith, Rosemary Yesso and Ken York.
Thursday, March 1, 2012
Warren Hebert called the Louisiana Rehabilitation Council meeting to order and asked that all present provide introductions.
Warren stated that out of the work completed during the January 2012 Strategic Planning meeting three workgroups that we call committees were formed.  Marla Reissland-Dorsey will lead one of the groups (VR Policy Committee), Derek White will be the lead for the 2nd group (Public Policy Committee) and Laura Nata will be the lead for the 3rd group (Outreach Committee).

The Committee Reports were presented next.

VR Policy Committee

Marla Reissland-Dorsey reported on the following objectives:

Issues with Vendors

· streamline information on vendors to make it more beneficial for consumers

· get a vendor list for consumers

Supported Employment

Employment Services

Transportation

· streamline information 

· talk with LRS about providing transportation to consumers for a couple of months after they become employed based on economic need

· contract with transit system for bus passes

Staff

· training

· review LRS policy

· provide staff with continuing education on technical guidance and policy

Marla stated that all objectives have been placed on a chart and progress will be reported at each meeting.

OUTREACH Committee

Janet Wallace reported on the following objectives:
· Increase Outreach

· Electronic media, face book, twitter, YouTube, email blasts, local and state media print, radio and through other State Agencies.

· Add video to LRS website, add consumer stories to website

· Simplify the language 

· Alternative languages, translation tools

Collaborate with other Groups 

· Develop introduction letter with LRS services listed

· Create LRS flyers

· Creating email list of vendors

· Develop dissemination and analysis of consumer surveys get a vendor list for consumers

Public Policy Committee

Derek White reported legislative process to members and the importance of communicating to legislators annually with regards to LRS services.

Objectives:


Fact Sheet

· Information about LRS

· Support of LRS by Council

· Importance of appropriation of funds to continue

· Keep the actual sheet to one page

Bylaws were approved and we will have quarterly meetings, these will begin July 2012.

Agenda Items for next meeting in May 2012


Nominations for new officers

Meeting was recessed. 
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